ATTENTION RE-REVIEW, ERROR CORRECTION AND APPEAL TO CLAIMS ADMINISTRATOR







SID:  Number Removed
I am submitting this request to have my Rupture documents re-reviewed for error correction and, if still denied, then to appeal to the Claims Administrator.  
Relevant Facts
My Dow Corning silicone gel breast implants were removed in August 1995 by Dr. [Name Removed].  Prior to the surgery, he had indicated to me that the implants were ruptured and, following the surgery, confirmed to me that they were ruptured.
I obtained a copy of the Operative Report and Pathology Report, as required by the Rupture claim form.  The Operative Report states:  Implants:  Right ruptured 1142 grams.  Left intact/(illegible) grams.”  The Pathology Report looked only at the breast implant capsules, not the breast implants themselves.  The capsules consist of breast tissue that surrounded the implants.  It is not the same thing as the breast implant.  This is further supported by the Operative Report itself which states, “Specimen/Culture  Rt and Lt capsule of breast implant.”  Thus, only the capsule, not the implant, was sent to Pathology for review.
Because the pathology report did not look at the implants, there is no mention on the status of the implants themselves, i.e., whether they were ruptured.  The Pathology Report does show that the capsules contained “dense, hyalinzed fibrous tissue causing collections of histiocytes.  The histiocytes contained multivesicular, vacuolated cytoplasm….”  Further, it states, “histiocyes with engulfed material, consistent with silicone.”  This description is consistent with volumes of published medical literature on ruptured breast implants showing identical pathological descriptions of histiocytes with engulfed material consistent with silicone.
The Operative Report is clear that the implants were ruptured, as expressly noted in the document.  In addition, the report goes further to list the different weight of the two implants, making a distinction between the ruptured and intact implant.  
My Notification of Status letter claims that the records show gel bleed.  There is no mention of gel bleed in either the Operative Report or Pathology Report.  To the contrary, the only person who looked at my implants when they were removed – Dr. [Name Removed] – states that the implants were ruptured.  I believe that the Facility made an erroneous decision about my Rupture claim, and I wish to have that decision re-reviewed and to appeal to the Claims Administrator. 







Sincerely,








NAME REMOVED
